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Greetings once again from Brazil, 

 

Every four years Brazil focuses almost exclu-
sively on one thing.  And I am sure you know 

what that is - Soccer and the World 

Cup! 
 

We are enjoying the games as a family, visiting 

friends to watch them together.  It is a good 
way to stay in touch with Brazilian culture 

(which stops everything - even factories - for 

these games).  Everyone asks us whom we will 
root for if the U.S. plays against Brazil.  I just 

laugh and say, “Well, no matter who wins, we 
win.”  You can’t beat that. It is almost incom-

prehensible for a Brazilian to think that I am not 

strongly in favor of one team.  Well, watching 
sports has never been my strong suit.  But we 

will make an exception.  

 
Brazil has been making rapid economic growth 

this year.  Foreign investment in Brazil is at an 

all-time high.  Economic growth during the first 
quarter was over nine percent!  What does this 

mean for the churches?  The leaders, most of 

whom are businessmen, are working long hours 
to keep up with the demand for success in these 

times. This limits the time available to give to 
ministry. Having more things does have an im-

pact on living simple lives. The purchase of big-

screen TVs, especially for watching the World 
Cup games, is amazing. This can lead to every-

one staying at home instead of being together 

with others. But God is sovereign and able in 
changing times.  

 

Looking to God’s Strength 
 

Some of the events of the last few months:  

 
We were planning to have a big training event 

with at least 20 participants, but we had five.  

Some of it could be my fault for not promoting it 
aggressively enough. Some was the busy sched-

ules of the full-time leaders; but it turned out to 
be an intimate, intense and fruitful time for me 

and five leaders-in-the-making.  I enjoyed it 

immensely. Since I could not team-teach this 
one, having a smaller group meant that it was 

very relational and very productive.   

 
The weekend module focused on looking at 

events and relationships in each participant’s life 

so as to discern how God is working in his story.  

 

World Team exists to glorify God by working together to establish reproducing churches. 

focusing on the unreached peoples of the world. 

March Leadership Development Training participants: 
Maicon, Moacir, Leno, Leonir, Mickey and Jair 

This Changing World 



In these changing times we are working on 

changing too.  We now have a new blog!  It 
has taken some time for this idea to become a 

reality.  But we have finally changed with the 

times.  For those who surf the web, please 
check it out.  

thecounterspace.wordpress.com 

We need to hear from you.  If you would prefer to 
receive our letters electronically, we can do that.  
Please send us a note to the e-mail address below. 

We also looked to the future for what He wants 

to do in each one’s life.  We studied the life of 

Abraham and each participant developed his 
own timeline history and shared it in a group of 

three. What a rich time! Thank God with me 
that He gave me strength to serve these men.  

 
But the challenge remains: Please pray for unity 

among the churches so that they may work well 

together in equipping new workers for the har-
vest! 

 

On May 26, I hosted a meeting at our cabin for 
the leaders of the churches to thrash out a 

common curriculum for the churches.   We had 

a successful time of working out a basic list of 
courses for developing new workers.  We still 

have much work to do, but this is progress. (In 
the photo, notice the change in technology: 

notebook computers are now very common.) 

 
There is much, much more happening that we 

would give thanks for: 

 

• Cherie and I have been reaching out to 

friends who don’t know Christ yet.  Recently 
we had Madruga and his girlfriend spend a 

day with us.  Our cell-group invited Paulo 

and Maribel to a dinner and then their re-
sponse was to invite our whole cell-group to 

their home. Pray for these and that we 

would courageously proclaim the good news 

of Christ! 

• The young-adult cell-group with people 
from Farroupilha, Carlos Barbosa and Gari-

baldi has grown, and I was able to meet 
with the leaders to encourage them. This 

has been an answer to much prayer. 

• The Sapiranga church has asked me to lead 
their cell-group leaders’ and supervisor’s re-

treat, July 2-4.  What an opportunity!  This 
is one of the larger of our churches and we 

will be studying grace in the book of Gala-
tians.  Please pray for this event.  

• Cherie and I continue to mentor many lead-

ers and their wives.  Please pray for us to 
be used by God to equip, challenge and en-

courage in these changing times.  

• Keely and Caleb are doing well in their 

home-schooling, making friends and swim-
ming.  Both have done well in recent com-

petitions.  Cherie and I are enjoying 

swimming too.  

God has been meeting our needs through so 

many generous gifts.  Thank you so much.  God 

has done much more than we could ask or 
imagine in these challenging and changing 

times.   

May Jesus’ grace work mightily in and 
through us.  He is our only hope. 

 
Mickey and Cherie Counter 

Our Home address: Financial Contributions may be sent to: 

Rua Independência, 389  Apt. 103 World Team 
Centro 1431 Stuckert Road 
95180-000 Farroupilha, RS Warrington, PA 18976 
Brazil Phone (215) 491-4900 

Phone: 011 55 54 3035 3199         Skype: michael103 (Please include a note designating the gift 
E-mail address: mickey.counter@worldteam.org to the ministry of Mickey and Cherie Counter) 

Leadership Development Group meeting:  
Marcelo, Giovani, Artur, Olavo and Sérgio. 


