
Maria Teresa, Cherie and Beti 

January 4, 2011 
 
Greetings good friends and family, 
 
We are glad to be able to report to you on what 
God has been doing.  Cherie helped me out this 
morning (while I was out cutting down trees to 
make a trail), by writing down some key things 
from our lives and ministry here. So we will 
start with her: 
 

From Cherie 

Mickey is studying Nehemiah during his disciple-
ship with Rafael, Sérgio’s son; and he noticed, 
again, how we as humans are made to work on 
tasks.  That is how we focus our attention and 
energy.  Even in the Garden, God gave Adam 
and Eve several tasks: be fruitful and multiply, 
take care of the garden, be in charge of the 
animals.  At a recent conference on discipleship 
and evangelism, the speaker talked about what 
we call the “Great Commission.”  He preferred 
calling it the “Great Task.”  We like that.  What 
we do in Brazil is work on the “Great Task.”  
Sometimes it is difficult to write letters because 
work on the Task is not often filled with big 
events.  We do participate in conferences and 
even lead retreats, all of these working toward 
accomplishing the Task. But to evangelize and 
make disciples means spending time with peo-
ple.  And results are not usually immediately 
obvious. Often after a retreat or mentoring time 
I will ask Mickey, “How’d it go?”  He usually 
likes to respond by quoting one of his mentors: 
“We’ll see in about 10 years.”   
 
For the last two years I have been meeting with 
two women, Beti and Maria Teresa.  Beti is Sér-
gio’s wife and Maria Teresa is wife of Marcius 
(one of our elders). We’ve been reading books 
together, talking and praying.  It is a time for 
mutual encouragement and discipleship.  In Oc-
tober I was stunned when Beti announced she 
had taken a job that meant we couldn’t keep 
meeting.  Maria Teresa and I kept on meeting 
and we prayed that somehow the three of us 
could continue together.  About a month later, 

Beti said that her work schedule was going to 
change and she would be able to join us again!  
At our most recent time together, she com-
mented about the month she was unable to join 
us and that she realized how much our time to-
gether means, to encourage her and bring hope 
and perspective to events in her life.  And just 
the other day, someone who has known Maria 
Teresa for a long time commented on how she 
has been growing over the last two years.  It is 
not anything that I am making happen, but God 
is using the time I spend with them to transform 
them and me into the disciples that He wants. 
 

From Mickey on Developing Leaders 

As we have said before, one of our main tasks is 
to work together with existing Brazilian leaders 
to provide the training needed for a movement 
of multiplying churches.  
 
Looking back over the last 15 years, one could 
say that we have made little progress in estab-
lishing training for all the churches.  We have 
had projects, such as a church-planting training 
center, which never got off the ground.  Two 
years ago, as we struggled to offer training for 
all of the churches, one Brazilian colleague ad-
vised me to take the bull by the horns and offer 
a course to the churches.  I tried this but was 
unsuccessful, expecting 30 to 40 participants 
but receiving only 5.  In the past, there have 
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The full-time workers’ meeting in October.  Working on the “Big Task” together. 

been individuals who have contributed with pro-
grams (as I was trying to do) that were helpful 
but did not end up being adopted by many 
churches.  So we get back to cooperating with 
existing leaders as our priority.  We do not want 
to develop something ourselves and ask them to 
come, but work with them to develop what is 
needed for the Task.  During several of our full-
time workers’ meetings this year we had on the 
agenda to talk about and plan training.  But at 
each meeting, other more administrative things 
ended up taking the place of this discussion 
time.  Also, this year some difficult conflicts 
among my Brazilian regional team members set 
us back. I was frustrated and wondered if we 
could ever make real progress. I was helpless: 
“Oh God, it will never happen if you do not do 
it.” I know this is 
where I always 
need to be.  
 
Against all hope 
(mine had given 
out), at the next 
leadership coun-
cil meeting they made training a priority. Then 
at the next full-time workers’ meeting, some 
who had appeared not to care, cared; and a 
work group was set up to organize training for 
the next year. Yea!  Please pray for this good 
task, because unless the power of God is 
behind it, we know nothing will happen.   
 
Helplessness.  In Paul Miller’s excellent book, A 
Praying Life, he says that we are “completely 
helpless to ‘do life’ on our own”; “prayer is 
bringing your helplessness to Jesus,” and “help-

lessness is how the Christian life works.”  So 
helplessness is where we want to be, because 
then we will receive grace from above, the 
grace that flows through the gospel of Jesus.  

 
God has done many other wonderful things in 
2010.  Cherie wrote about her joy in mentoring.  
I had two local leaders make great progress in 
accomplishing their own spiritual goals.  That is 
so significant.  May we always be helpless, to 
find our help in Jesus.   
 
We are coming to the US on January 19!  We 
will be attending World Team’s meetings Janu-
ary 24 through February 2. Then we hope to 
make visits to many of you to share more about 
what God is doing in our lives. Because of the 

world economy 
and skyrocket-
ing health in-
surance costs, 
we also need to 
work on a 20% 
raise.  Our big 
thanks to First 

Presbyterian Church of Athens, AL, for loaning 
us their van to travel with.  What a blessing! 
 
May His wonderful grace be with you all.  
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