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July 3, 2011 
Greetings once again from Brazil! 
 
One Brazilian leader, when reflecting on Ephe-
sians 4:2 and 3, recently said that becoming ma-
ture requires time, struggle, dedication, discipline 
and determination.  Sounds like a tough list, 
doesn’t it?  

 
Where do I 
(Mickey) need 
strength in my 
life right now?  
Let me tell you.  
Working with 
gifted Brazilian 
church planters is 
a privilege and a 

challenge.  I have experienced some of my great-
est challenges working with them.  We all have 
our shortcomings.  My task as a spiritual friend is 
to see these men and women become everything 
that God means for them to be.  How do they 
handle discouragement, sin and disappointments?  
How do I myself handle these things?  How do I 
help them overcome the past that molded them?  
With patient endurance that comes from the 
grace of Christ.  I must say that I have been 
stretched these days.  The text in Matthew 18 
says, “Go and show him his fault, just between 
the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won 
your brother over.”  So the emphasis in conflict is 
winning your brother in Christ.  In the church we 
have a lot of opportunities to do this. I have been 
encouraged by this message that my purpose is to 
win my brother over.  Being “strong in the grace 
that is in Jesus” is the only way.  Working with my 
brother (my equal), I am not superior or inferior, 
just a brother. How much we need each other to 
be everything that we are meant to be!  So we 
need Jesus’ grace and power to live out Ephesians 
4:2-3! 
 
God calls us to believe in these leaders and one 

another, despite our shortcomings – because it 
depends on Christ’s power and purpose and not 
us.  I can live in awareness of my own shortcom-
ings because it is not what defines me.  Jesus is.   
 
So pray for us:   
• That we will be strong in the grace that is in 

Christ Jesus.   
• That our energy and strength would not come 

from anything but Jesus.  Not our abilities, 
techniques or resources but from Christ alone. 

Make disciples 
 
You remember Paul’s word to his spiritual son, 
Timothy:  “And the things you have heard me say 
in the presence of many witnesses, entrust to re-
liable men who will also be qualified to teach oth-
ers.” (2 Timothy 2:2)  Recently we went to 
Leonir’s house for lunch. (In the picture, he is on 
the left.)  We had a wonderful time together shar-
ing.  Leonir was discipled in Christ by Sérgio, who 
is my ministry partner.  Leonir, in turn, discipled 
Jair (on right in picture).  Then Jair, in turn, led 
another to Christ. 
 

They are both cell-group leaders.  Sérgio and I 
have the privilege of supporting Leonir because 
he is setting time aside to serve Christ.  He pur-
posely works only part-time so that he can dedi-
cate more of his time to reaching out in nearby 
cities.  May his tribe increase! 

 

“Be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus” 
2 Timothy 2:1

Hungry for Power 
(the right kind for the right thing) 

World Team exists to glorify God by working together to establish reproducing churches, 

focusing on the unreached peoples of the world. 

2Be completely humble  
and gentle; be patient,  

bearing with one another  
in love.  

3Make every effort to keep 
the unity of the Spirit 

through the bond of peace. 

Eph 4:2-3 



State swim meet in Pelotas,  

Rio Grande do Sul 

Keely (12) wins the gold 
with her teammates in the 

4x50m freestyle relay. 

Caleb (11) receives a 
silver in the 50 meter  

butterfly. 

 
A fun game of spoons after the singles’ cell-group meeting.

The full-time workers recently made the trip to 
Passo Fundo to be together and pray for the 

young church there. 
Seated are some of its leaders. 

Juli and Rafa, Sérgio and Bete’s progeny, lead the 
singles’ cell group.  They asked for some help be-
cause they had been discouraged lately.  A key 
person moved away and some others have been 
missing the get-togethers.  I went to their meet-
ing and everyone came.  They were excited.  I 
don’t know what they did to get everyone there; 
probably something like:  “Mickey is coming, so 
you have to come.”  Cherie is discipling Juli and I 
meet with Rafa to study Nehemiah.   Let’s pray 
that God will equip them and bear fruit through 
them.  

 
(Not so much anymore) Kids’ Corner 
 
About a year ago I said that I had only two more 
years to be able to swim faster than my kids.  It 
didn’t last that long!  Both of them can already 
swim some races faster than I.  It is fun to see 
their progress, while at the same time getting 
good exercise and making friends among their fel-
low swimmers.  It is a principle of parenting and 
disciplemaking that you want them to be better 
than you and do things that you could never do.  
 

We are so very grateful for all of you.   
 
In need more then ever of the power of Christ, 
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