
A paraglider catching a thermal, flying from 
nearby “Ninho das Águias” (Eagles’ Nest) 
launch site in Nova Petrópolis, Brazil 

Aliança Bíblica mountain-region workers’ meeting 

May 18, 2012 
Dear friends and family, 
 
Finding out what God is doing and being a part of 
it is like finding the upward draft of the wind (a 
thermal).  In a paraglider flight, for instance, this 
is what makes all the 
difference – the differ-
ence between a short, 
tense flight and a 
magnificent, soaring, 
long flight of freedom. 
Some Brazilians practice 
this sport near us. We 
go there sometimes to 
get nice pictures.  It’s 
not a sport that I want 
to take up, but I can 
admire it when they are 
high up and flying over.  
Catching the updraft 
must not be too hard to 
learn, because we often 
see them catching it and 
soaring high above.   
 
Jesus compared the Holy Spirit to the wind: “The 
wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its 
sound, but you do not know where it comes from 
or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is 
born of the Spirit” John 3:8 (ESV). To me, finding 
the updraft means finding out what God is doing 
and getting in step with that.  I don’t think it is 
too hard for us to do, but it can require some 
things— like dying to ourselves and our glory; be-
ing willing to change direction; or letting someone 
else learn, make their own mistakes and then take 
the credit for success.  

At our Americas’ area leadership meetings with 
World Team this year, we sensed this updraft and 
are doing our part to stay in it.  What it means 
practically is that we are dedicating ourselves to 
prayer and adapting our focus for the cell-group 

ministry of our churches so as to make it clearer, 
more intentionally aimed at disciple making, and 
more easily multiplied.  

One thing we’ve noticed about our current groups 
is how quickly they come to depend on a teacher 
or expert to lead them or to give all the “right” 
answers. We are working to shift the focus to the 
Word itself, so that the Word and the Spirit are 
the teacher and authority.  (“His anointing 
teaches you about everything” 1 John 2:27).  
Groups with this focus are called Discovery Bible 

Studies.   We’ve shared 
the ideas and worked 
through them with some 
key leaders, and one af-
ter another has agreed 
that this is the updraft 
that we want to be in.   

Our goal is to promote 
home groups (cell 
groups) that will multiply 
easily through the power 
of God. We have new 
church plants in many 
cities where there are 
only a few cell groups.  
Would you pray with us 
that we may keep in step 
with what the Spirit 

wants to do, to bring God glory and reach those in 
need?  Would you pray for the leaders and our 
unity as we work together? The photo is a recent 
meeting of the full-time leaders of churches in the 
mountain region, as we began a time in prayer. 

 

Let’s Get in the Updraft! 

World Team exists to glorify God by working together to establish reproducing churches, 

focusing on the unreached peoples of the world. 



 

 
We have to get new vehicles! 

We had been planning to change cars this year, but now, cir-
cumstances make it a necessity.  We loaned the Uno to our 
partner Sérgio and he was rear-ended at a stoplight.  Not being 
at fault, we get 110% of the book value from the insurance, 
which is a blessing.  And we thank God that our friends in the 
car were only slightly bruised in the accident. 

As you know, Keely and Caleb have grown and they no longer 
fit very comfortably in our dual-cab S10 pickup truck, a 1999 
model.  So we want to upgrade this vehicle to a minivan which 
can also carry more people.  Unfortunately, cars in Brazil –
whether new or used -- are expensive. 

If you would like to make an extra contribution to this financial 
need, we have set up a special car-project fund.   
Just designate your gift to Counter Car Project. 

So to summarize, we are working towards be-
ing part of the movement of God.  Pray for: 

• His power and enabling of leaders to 
keep in step with the Spirit. 

• That He would raise up new workers 
for the harvest, especially in the 
cities of Farroupilha, Carlos Barbosa, 
Veranópolis, Nova Petrópolis, 
Garibaldi and Taquara.  There are 
also many other cities in our state 
that are in great need of the gospel. 

• That through our cell-group 
meetings, disciples would be made 
and lives be changed forever-- 
because we would be doers of the 
Word and not merely hearers.  

 
Always grateful for your partnership.  May 
Jesus’ grace be with you all. 

 
Mickey and Cherie Counter 

Our Blog: www.thecounterspace.wordpress.com 
Our home address:   Financial contributions may be sent to: 
Rua Independência, 389  Apt. 103 World Team 
Centro 1431 Stuckert Road 
95180-000 Farroupilha, RS Warrington, PA 18976 
Brazil Phone (215) 491-4900 
Phone: 011 55 54 3035 3199         Skype: michael103 (Please include a note designating the gift 
E-mail address: mickey.counter@worldteam.org to the ministry of Mickey and Cherie Counter) 

“And he said to them, ‘The harvest is plen-
tiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore 

pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to 
send out laborers into his harvest.’” 

Luke 10:2

Pray for these church planting efforts! 


