
November 16, 2014 
Dear friends and family, 
 

We celebrate health 
 
I am doing well.  My recent blood work says that 
everything is OK with me.  Just sometimes I don't 
feel so well.  Maybe the hormones, maybe the 
pressures of the ministry here, maybe old age 
catching up to me!  But I am feeling well now and 
there is very much to be thankful for in being able 
once again to serve our Lord here.  I am able to 
travel, mentor, train, swim with the team, cut 
firewood and play in the woods with Caleb.  We 
just finished cutting a trail through the woods and 
share cool creation discoveries! 

 
Getting back to Brazil in June, we 
jumped back into everything.  
Here are some highlights:  
 
I thank God that I was able once again 
to be a part of Project Timothy, lead-
ing our church-multiplication course.  
As a teacher, I am responsible to make 
sure that my students are learning.  
Their attention span, ability to com-
municate ideas and write require me to 
adapt.  They were very timid with me 
and I sometimes had to put them in 
work groups so that they would talk 
with each other and come up with ide-
as.  But they do have good ideas and 

have learned.  Many of them are eager to serve 
and dedicate their lives to Jesus.  What a privilege 
to lay a good foundation with them!  
 
Investing in trainers  of pastoral leaders 
 
In September, my long-time teammate, Lowell 
Bailey (on my right) and I traveled to Rio de 
Janeiro. We presented a summary of two week-
end training modules that we have helped devel-
op as tools for leadership development in Brazil.  
God gave us grace to present and revise our tools 
to make them useful.  Our goal is to lead one of 
these training modules in 2015.  We thank God 
that He enabled us to do this and that Lowell and 
Kathy once again were able to join us in Brazil. 

 

Catching Up! 
(because it has been too long!) 

 
Celebrating the completion of the Project Tim-
othy course with: Melldson, Rafael, Fran, Ale, 

Luana, Kali, Laura and Emerson. 

 
TOPIC training conference in Búzios,  

Rio de Janeiro, with leaders from all over Brazil 

 
After a rather strenuous and muddy hike to see a 
waterfall at the substance abuse recovery center 
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When supporting workers is 
hard.   
 
Over the years I have had the 
privilege to walk with and sup-
port gifted, dedicated Brazilian 
leaders.  But what do you do 
when leaders fail?  What do you 
do when your role is to support 
them and not do it for them, but 
you see clearly that they need to 
act?  What do you do when they 
fail to be humble and recognize 
their failures and sin, but strike 
out to hurt you when you admonish them private-
ly and in love?  What do you do when it is their 
responsibility to move into conflict, to act, to go 
after straying leaders, but they refuse?  These are 
some of the questions I have asked myself.  It is 
so very hard to see a group of leaders divide be-
cause some decide not to obey Jesus when it 
comes to conflicts and sin.  But in all of this I 
have been able to obey Jesus and do my part.  
Sérgio's wife said to me:  "God has used you".  I 
do have other mature full-time workers to walk 
with and get good counsel and support.  Yay God!  
He teaches me through these hard things.  
 
Sometimes things have to get worse (the issues 
coming out) before they can get better.  Please 
pray for the church in Farroupilha, for a new 
start.  We are praying too.  A. W. Tozer said in 
Those Amazing Methodists:   

 
"When a wave of spiritual 
power rolls over a church 
or a community we may 
be certain that the mem-
bers of that church or 
community have paid a 
price in sacrifice and suf-
fering before such power 
could come. The blessings 
of God cannot be sepa-
rated from their condi-
tions." 
 

It has been very hard, but we are confident that 
God is at work. Join us in trusting Him to build 
His church! 

 
Sending out Brazil-
ian missionaries! 
 
In our last letter I 
mentioned Tiago 
Vergani.  More than 
seven months ago 
Tiago was sent out 
by the Caxias do Sul 
church to join a 
church- planting 
team in southern 
Thailand.  Tiago's 
story is a big success 
for our effort in Bra-

zil.  Tiago's parents are 
Vanderlei and Mari, who came 
to Christ through the efforts of 
World Team missionaries Sam 
and Edna Harms who began a 
church plant many years ago in 
the southern Brazilian city of 
Caxias do Sul.  Vanderlei is cur-
rently a full-time worker of this 
church, where his wife also 
serves.  
 
 

Tiago is 27. He came to Christ in 
this church and as he matured 
and learned to serve there, 
joined their church-based lead-
ership development program 
called Project Timothy.  This 
program was developed by the 

 
Tiago Vergani— 

Brazilian missionary to 
southern Thailand 

 
Worship during the workers' retreat where Lowell and I had the 
opportunity to teach and facilitate small-group times focusing on 

spiritual authority 

And I tell you, you are Peter,  
and on this rock 

I will build my church, 

and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it. 

I will give you 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven, 

and whatever you bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven,  

and whatever you loose on earth 
shall be loosed in heaven.” 

Matthew 16:18-19 (ESV) 



Brazilian national leaders and inspired by a suc-
cessful training programs in eastern Asia.  It is a 
one-year, intensive program where students raise 
their own financial support and dedicate them-
selves to study, serve and live together. 

Tiago was one of my students.  Some of the first-
year students are selected to spend a second year 
studying and serving the church.  I have men-
tored some of these in the area of Missions. Last 

year Tiago asked me to mentor him in becoming a 
cross-cultural missionary.  I continue to encourage 
him over Skype. 
 
One of the goals of our missionary effort in south-
ern Brazil is that Brazilians will be trained and 
then sent out as missionaries to both near and far 
places.  Tiago has committed himself to the long 
term, since it will take years to learn the language 
and he could even lose his life there.  I have the 
privilege, with the church here, to be a part of 
sending him out.  There is even a small group of 
young folks in Ohio that has contributed to his ex-
penses. It is a Kingdom mission and an example 
of partnership going beyond organizations, culture 
and national boundaries! 

 
Welcome to new team mem-
bers! 
 
For years we have trusted God 
with the need for more workers 
for our team.  There is a need for 
strategic support, mentoring and 
training for the Brazilian full-time 
workers among the Aliança Biblica 
churches.  But this role requires a 
special kind of people who have 
experience, maturity and ability. 
 
God has answered our prayers, 
bringing Tony and Leila Frank to 
our team.  Tony is from Ohio and 
Leila is from Porto Alegre, Brazil.  
They met in Portugal, while each 

 
Tony and Leila Frank join our team  

in southern Brazil 

 
Focusing on our value of Spiritual Authority at the biannual 

Aliança Biblica church-wide gathering in October! 
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Tiago eating with some of his new friends in 

southern Thailand 



served as missionaries, got married, then served 
together with World Team briefly in Moldova and 
then Mozambique for six and a half years.  Tony 
already speaks Portuguese!  They are taking a 
year to adapt and learn, and the plan is for them 
to support church planting and training in cooper-
ation with the church in Sapiranga (with Wilson).  
We thank God for Tony and Leila!  Pray with us 
for a good first year for them. 
 
Journeying to the U.S. in December 
 
Once again we will be going to the U.S. to visit 
doctors, family, folks at the World Team leader-
ship meetings in January, AND supporters and 
churches.  We are in need of additional monthly 
support so we will be trusting God for this.  We 
are so thankful for the privilege of serving the 
Builder of His church.  
 
In Jesus' grace, 
 
 
 
 
Mickey & Cherie Counter 

 

Swim Team Wetness 
 
We continue to be a part of the swim team 
in our area.  Keely and Caleb have grown 
with the team as athletes. Long gone are 
the days when I could keep up with them! 
The team has grown, and our friendships as 
well, with the coach, athletes and parents.  

Our home address:   Financial contributions may be sent to: 

Rua Independência, 389  Apt. 103 World Team 
Centro 1431 Stuckert Road 
95180-000 Farroupilha, RS Warrington, PA 18976 
Brazil Phone (215) 491-4900 

US Phone: (443) 962-2956    Skype: michael103 (Please include a note designating the gift 
E-mail address: mickey.counter@worldteam.org to the ministry of Mickey and Cherie Counter) 

 

 
Keely and Caleb with part of their swim team  

at a state meet in Porto Alegre 

 
Keely and Caleb after the swim meet 

celebrating their accomplishments 
Learning to specialize in the 100, 200 

and 400-meter races 


