
World Team exists to glorify God by working together to establish reproducing churches, 

focusing on the unreached peoples of the world. 

March 19, 2015 
Dear friends and family, 
 
A time of Change for Brazil 
 

Brazil is in a time of crisis.  To us it seems like 
people always tend to call life in Brazil a crisis, 
even in the recent prosperous times. But these 
days really reflect a crisis. Because of corruption 
and lack of trust in the government, the Brazilian 
currency has dramatically lost value in the world 
market.  Some people we talk to have lost hope 
and expect the country to go the way of other 
Latin American countries that have moved from 
democracy to a controlling dictatorship.  
 

After almost 20 years in Brazil we still have to 
adapt and consider the differences here.  The 
Brazilian way of protesting is quite different and 
even shocking to us.  A little over a week ago 
we were uncertain if we were going to be able 
to travel to and from Caxias.  Truckers protesting 
high fuel costs because of taxes blocked roads all 
over the country.  Just to get to our swimming 
pool, we had to take back roads.  Coming back, 
our frustration rose as they blocked the back 
roads too.  But being resourceful (with GPS) and 
knowing the back roads, we took even more re-
mote back roads that led us around and finally 
back to our city.  What is normally a 20-minute 

ride took us over an hour.  In spite of being frus-
trated, we were thankful to make it!   It is impres-
sive to us that the police allow it and don't 
interfere.  A different way of thinking! 
 

During this crisis, pray with us that financial un-
certainty will lead people to an openness to come 
back to God. That is the real change that the Spir-
it longs for. 
 

A Time of Change for Mickey's Ministry 
 

It is time for us to leave the local church ministry 
with Farroupilha.  After many years of investing in 
the church and leaders, it is time to move on.  
Leaders grow the most when they need to strike 
out on their own.  My absence will mean that they 
cannot depend on me to do what they can be do-
ing.  They will make the leadership decisions 
without me.  This is hard, but necessary.  Learn-
ing can happen even when a leader makes a 
wrong decision or one that may not seem right to 
the missionary.  But my role is clear: supporting 
leaders, being kind but firm, even to the way-
ward.  For right now we will not be moving from 
the city of Farroupilha, but involving ourselves 
with one of the nearby churches in Caxias during 

 

Embracing Change 
A path to trust and growth 

 
Truck drivers protesting high fuel prices 

shut down the road for hours in Caxias do Sul 

Last Sunday the police estimated that 60,000 people were 
on the streets peacefully protesting the corruption of the 
government.  (A lot for the city's population of 400,000)  

They were very patriotic, wearing national colors, 
carrying Brazilian flags and singing the national anthem. 



this transition time.  The leaders from these 
churches agree with this decision and have 
invited us.  They encourage me to invest in 
the regional support work and in developing 
leaders. 
 

So, change is hard.  Leaving comfortable 
and even rewarding involvement is neces-
sary for growth.  Anything that helps us 
trust more in Jesus and become more effec-
tive is good.  
 

Pray for Mickey and Cherie during this time 
that our hearts will embrace what God has 
for us with an openness that will lead us to 
be more deeply connected with Him and His 
will.  
 

Pray for Keely and Caleb as they, too, go 
about making new connections in a new 
church situation. 
 

One Leader's Dream for Change 
 

Vanderlei is one of those leaders that blow you 
away.  He is a businessman who has really grown 
as a Christian over the years and he really gets 
what the 
Kingdom is 
all about. He 
has been one 
of the cell-
group leaders 
in 
Farroupilha.  
With one of 
his group 
members he 
has gone on 
Friday eve-
nings for walks through the city, praying for God 
to rescue people from darkness.  Last week he 
shared with me that he is praying for God to raise 
up a new couple:  an Italian-descent couple like 
him to come to Christ so that through them a new 
cell group and movement of multiplication can be 
started in this city.  
 

He is also praying for Aldemir and Mirela, a couple 

who live in the nearby city of Antônio Prado (pop-
ulation about 13,000).  He is planting gospel 
seeds in their lives and hopes to begin a cell 
group with them one day. May God strengthen 
Vanderlei and his wife Suzi and raise up more 

workers for the harvest through 
them! 
 

We Feel Privileged to Serve 
 

Once again, we thank you for 
your prayers and financial sup-
port.  We need you all very much. 
Although the recent rise of the 
dollar helps, we are still recover-
ing from the extra expenses from 
staying in the US longer last year 
(medical & airfare).  If you would 
like to make an additional contri-
bution or increase you monthly 

support, this would help us to continue investing 
in the Kingdom. We are honored by each of you. 
 

In Christ's strength in change, 
 
 
 
Mickey & Cherie Counter 

Our home address:   Financial contributions may be sent to: 

Rua Independência, 389  Apt. 103 World Team 
Centro 1431 Stuckert Road 
95180-000 Farroupilha, RS Warrington, PA 18976 
Brazil Phone (215) 491-4900 

Phone: 55 54 9164 6681    Skype: michael103 (Please include a note designating the gift 

E-mail address: mickey.counter@worldteam.org to the ministry of Mickey and Cherie Counter) 

 
Tiago, completing his first year as a missionary to Thailand, 

gives a report to the church in Caxias.   
We were there to celebrate with him.   

 

Pray for Tiago as he goes back to Thailand and faces the 
continuing challenge of working in a team, learning the 
language and adapting to the challenges of life there. 

We trust in Him who never changes. 

Of old you laid the foundation of the earth, 

and the heavens are the work of your hands.  

They will perish, but you will remain; 

they will all wear out like a garment. 

You will change them like a robe, 

and they will pass away,  

but you are the same, 

and your years have no end. 

Psalm 102:25-27 (ESV) 

 


