
 

Our new local church partners Edgar and Luiz 
Gavazoni on our bicycle trip to Salto Ventoso (windy 
falls)— 7 miles descending 2000 ft and back again. 

World Team exists to glorify God by working together to establish reproducing churches, 

focusing on the unreached peoples of the world. 

September 20, 2015 
Dear friends and family, 
 
Moving on 

Do you remember the cry at the end of C. S. Lew-
is's book The Last Battle, as they all ran towards 
Aslan's land?  "Further up and further in!" was 
their call to one another as they ran 
towards the goal.   

I remembered these words this 
morning as I reflected on our jour-
ney these days.  In our last letter, 
we told of our change from the local 
church in Farroupilha to one in 
Caxias do Sul.  We are moving next 
week to complete the change which 
has been confirmed.  We thank God 
that as we journey though this life 
we have a greater assurance of the 
call to our real home.  This call 
guides and steadies us through the 
many challenges and changes.   

 

Always with partners 
 

Edgar is a young, promising leader and full-time 
worker in the Pio X church of Caxias do Sul.  He 
has invited me to walk with him as he works to 
take men and women toward maturity. He and his 
wife, Simone, are leaders who have a vision not 
only for their local church, but to go beyond.  He 
already invests in other churches and in the 
mission to make disciples of the nations. What a 
privilege to be invited to journey with him! May 
God's grace strengthen him! 
 

Our Race 
 

These are some of the things that we have been 
able to be a part of so far this year: 
 

• Encouraging a local leader, Vanderlei, to 
wait for the Lord in his desire to start a new 
home group. He is praying for people's 
hearts to be open to the gospel. 

• Meeting with the full-time workers of 
Sapiranga — Giovani, Wilson and Maicon —
to encourage them.  We have almost 
finished working through Larry Crabb's book 
The Pressure's Off.  

• My first experience of leading a couple's 
retreat for folks from three cities. We really 

experienced God's enabling!  
The city of Marau has a new 
church! Cherie and I made 
the 4-hour car drive, leaving 
Keely and Caleb to fend for 
themselves for a weekend.  
They enjoyed it! 

• Teaching the 2015 
Project Timothy group the 
Acts course (see next page). 

• Hosting our first short-
term missions prayer team 
(see picture on next page).  A 
plan that came to fruition 
after 10 years!  

• Keely and Caleb 
continue to swim, be with 

friends and compete.  Cherie and I get to go 
with them to meets and be with other 
parents.  May we be salt and light in a dying 
world.  

 

"Further up  
 and Further in" 

 
Our new apartment complex 

in Caxias do Sul 



Training a New Generation of Leaders 
 

It is the teacher's responsibility to make 
sure that the students are learning.  I be-
lieve this, so when Silas, who is responsible for 
Project Timothy, said we have got to change the 
way we run our classes, I agreed.  Our evaluation 
was that the students last year just weren't  
learning as much as they should be.   It is a chal-
lenge to teach 18-to-20-year-olds.  They are an-
other generation, with limited attention span, 
limited ability to think, write and discuss signifi-
cant issues, but open and committed to dedicate 
a year of their lives to learning and serving in this 
church-based leadership development program. 
The public education system normally teaches 
mediocrity, but we want excellence.   

I knew that I had to be stronger in requiring them 
to do assignments.  To study Acts as an adult, 
you need to read it and study it for yourself, like 
the Bereans (Acts 17:11).  So when half of the 
four had not done the first assignment, I had to 
have a hard talk with them and cancel the class 
— walk out, saying, "If you are serious about 

growing, then you will come to the next class 
prepared."  I wasn't going to give them lectures 
about Acts; I want to help them learn through 
the book of Acts.  And you know what?  The 
next week they had all completed the work and 
we had a very meaningful discussion.  It took 
courage to act with them and call them to ex-
cellence -- but they responded.  JOY!  May they 
grow in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 
 

 
We are so grateful for your prayers and support. 

Running in Jesus' grace, 

 
Mickey & Cherie Counter 

 

 

Our new home address:   Financial contributions may be sent to: 

Rua General Jacinto Maria de Godoy, 1001,  Apt. 11 World Team 
Bairro Santa Catarina 1431 Stuckert Road 
95032-140   Caxias do Sul, RS Warrington, PA 18976 
Brazil Phone (215) 491-4900 

Phone: 55 54 9164 6681    Skype: michael103 (Please include a note designating the gift 

E-mail address: mickey.counter@worldteam.org to the ministry of Mickey and Cherie Counter) 

 
The Project Timothy group of 2015  

with Jefferson, Priscila, Priscila, Eloisa and Keely 

I've got my eye on the goal,  
where God is beckoning us  

onward—to Jesus! 
I'm off and running, 

and I'm not turning back. 

Philippians 3:13-14  

(The Message) 

  
Teaching at the Passo Fundo couples' retreat in August 

 
The short-term mission team from Maryland: 10 days 

 dedicated to prayer for the cities of Rio Grande do Sul! 


