
World Team exists to glorify God by working together to establish reproducing churches, 

focusing on the unreached peoples of the world. 

March 3, 2016 
Dear friends and family, 
 
A New Year 

In Brazil the year really starts in March, after Car-
nival. And in Rio Grande do Sul it is the beginning 
of fall.  We have returned to Brazil and are jump-
ing into the new year's activities: retreats, teach-
ing, swimming, and partnering for the progress of 
the gospel.   
 
I am enjoying good health and energy.  At my 
annual checkup, the doctor said I am in the best 
possible post-cancer situation.  We thank God for 
that! 
 
Did You Know? 
 

Brazil is facing a crisis on many fronts— economic, 
political, security and health with the Zica virus.  
Beginning around the year 2000, Brazil experi-
enced an economic boom, but since the start of 
2014, the Brazilian currency has lost more than 
40% of its value in relation to the dollar. In a re-
cent article, the Guardian stated that:  
 

Brazil probably did the worst job of any 
major commodity producing country in put-
ting the boom to good use, and especially 
under Dilma [the current president] its 
macro policies were simply atrocious,” says 
Arthur Kroeber, managing director of 
GaveKal Dragonomics, who says Brazil 
needs to demolish its labyrinth of taxes and 
regulation and invest more in infrastructure 
and education. 

The Guardian, Jan 12, 2016 
 
During the worst recession since we have lived in 
Brazil, we believe that God can use this loss of 
security in prosperity to bring hearts back to him.  
We see this as a time for God's heart call:  
 

Return to me, says the LORD of hosts, 
and I will return to you. 

 Zechariah 1:3  

An essential factor that everyone needs to recog-
nize is that the problem is not others but me. Not 
the president or big businesses or banks, but me.  
I am at fault.  We all need to change from the in-
side out.  We long and strive for change to begin 
with churches, its leaders and the people. In the 
gospel we find the ability to change! 
 
So pray with us for a movement of renewal for 
2016.  Pray for strength and courage for church 
leaders to be the first to return wholeheartedly to 
God and be God's instruments to call many others 
to return to Him.  
 

Then he said to me, "This is the word 
of the LORD to Zerubbabel: Not by 
might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, 
says the LORD of hosts." 

Zechariah 4:6 (ESV) 
  

In the days of Zechariah, Zerubbabel was rebuild-
ing God's temple.  Pray that God would enable us 
to be a good part of His work of building His 
church.  When it is His power, He gets the glory. 

 

In His Strength Alone 

Project Timothy for 2015 ended well.  It is a 
privilege to connect to these valuable youth, 
give them feedback and contribute to giving 
them a foundation in the gospel and the power 
of God to take it to the nations. Pray for the 
class of 2016— that God would give us grace to 
teach and mentor well. And that God would 
raise up new laborers for the harvest. 

 

Celebration Picture with Project Timothy 



 

 

 

 

Changes 
 

Sometimes God brings people into our lives for a 
time.  Tony and Leila Frank, missionaries with 
World Team who joined our team for an explora-
tory year, will be moving on to another opportuni-
ty, perhaps a teaching position which is a better 
fit for his gifting.  Maicom, the youth leader for 
the Sapiranga church, is moving on too. Wilson 
and Giovani are not discouraged but are focusing 
more than ever on being a multiplying church.  
 

Looking Forward in 2016 
 

• In our new church in the Pio Décimo bairro 
(neighborhood), we have joined a new cell 
group.  Pray for this new group.  Pray that 
we would connect well with the people and 
be a source of encouragement as we learn 
to joyfully obey Jesus together. We are 
happy to be with leaders Lucas and Lilian.  
Lucas also leads the church's redefinition of 
their process of making disciples, in which 
redefinition Mickey will participate. 
 

• We are also excited to be working with the 
full-time workers of this church, Edgar and 
his wife Simone. Pray that through Jesus 
and the leaders of this church, it will be a 
multiplying church! 

• As you know, the cost for health care insur-
ance keeps going up.  We need an extra 
$150 per month in financial support to help 
cover this cost.  God has been so gracious 
to us during these more than 20 years. We 
trust Him to continue to meet our needs.  

 
• Last year, through the generous gifts of a 

supporting church, we were able to give Tim 
Keller's thought-provoking, gospel-oriented 
book, King's Cross, to all of the full-time 
workers of the Bible Alliance churches.  Pray 
that God will use this book in their hearts to 
bring about great renewal.  

 
• Beginning this month, the men of the Novo 

Hamburgo church are studying Wild at 
Heart.  Mickey is working with Roger to 
make a much-needed translation revision to 
this helpful book, one chapter a month.  
Pray that God would renew these men to 
become more effective disciples for Jesus.  

 
We are so grateful for your prayers and support.  
We need you so much. 

In Jesus' 
power alone, 

Mickey & 
Cherie Counter 

If you would like to read more check out our blog: 
https://thecounterspace.wordpress.com/ 

Our new home address:   Financial contributions may be sent to: 

Rua General Jacinto Maria de Godoy, 1001,  Apt. 11 World Team 
Bairro Santa Catarina 1431 Stuckert Road 
95032-140   Caxias do Sul, RS Warrington, PA 18976 
Brazil Phone (215) 491-4900 

Phone: 55 54 9164 6681    Skype: michael103 (Please include a note designating the gift 
E-mail address: mickey.counter@worldteam.org to the ministry of Mickey and Cherie Counter) 

"And I will strengthen them in 
the LORD,  

And in His name they will 
walk," declares the LORD. 

Zechariah 10:12 (NASB) 

 

Encouraging one another in Sapiranga: 
We finished the book The Pressure's Off. This year we 

will read and discuss King's Cross by Tim Keller. 

 

Edgar 

and 

Simone 

Maicon  Tony          Wilson     Giovani 


