
World Team exists to glorify God by working together to establish reproducing churches, 

focusing on the unreached peoples of the world. 

November 28, 2016 
Dear friends and family, 
 
We are writing you again to keep you informed of 
happenings with us. Our powerful and loving God 
is on his throne! 

When God says Yes! 

Maybe you remember, last year in our transition 
from Farroupilha to Caxias do Sul, I continued to 
meet with Vanderlei in Farroupilha to pray and 
encourage him. 

We prayed together last year, for opportunities.  
Last year, it seemed that people just weren’t in-
terested in coming back to God.  He longed to see 
a new cell group born of new folks. We met week-
ly to pray. But through God, who heard our pray-
ers (yours and mine), something changed! 
Vanderlei has a passion to share the good news 
with people, especially the Italian-descent folks 
like him.  In May, he already told me of his new 
cell group (see picture). What an encouragement 
that new people have come to Christ!  One family 
in the picture were already part of the church, but 
the rest are new people! 

Last week I ran into him and we had a nice talk 
under the shade of a tree downtown; it is already 
getting warm here.  He told me that this year he 
has shared Christ with 29 people of several differ-
ent cities.  He uses a 4-week study of the gospel.  
Not all of them have trusted in Christ yet, but this 
group has continued to grow.  From sadness to 
joy! Please pray for these new Christians to be 
founded firmly in the good news.  

Walking together! 

About once a month, I have met with Giovani and 
Wilson for a couple hours of mentoring and mutu-
al sharing.  I think it is very significant to be able 
to track with them and help them gain perspec-
tive.  Perspective on the difficulties they face. Per-
spective on being gospel-focused. It has not been 
easy for them in their ministries.  

Last year their team was larger. They had a full-
time youth worker.  They had a missionary couple 

who had come to help. But both of these sets of 
teammates did not work out.  But you know 
what? Giovani, instead of trying to keep Wilson in 
Sapiranga to help out, wants to see him fulfill his 
dream and gifting of moving to the nearby city of 
Taquara to invest more in the ongoing church 
plant there. Even when the human resources 
seem to be limited, he is not letting go of the vi-
sion to be a multiplying church!  That is satisfying. 
My long-time friend Wilson wants to not just be a 
part of a church plant, but to be a part of a 
movement of church planting! 

 

Looking forward! 

As missionaries, we want to be in the place where 
God wants us to be.  We’re open to change and 
evaluating where is the best place for us to serve.  
This year has been good for us to transition from 
Farroupilha, but what now?  We have a good min-
istry, especially in teaching and mentoring; but is 

Vanderlei and Susi’s new cell group!  

Investing in Others 
for the Kingdom 

Mickey and Wilson (Giovani took the picture) 
Taking time out to discuss the book The 

King’s Cross (by Tim Keller)

 



 
Tiago Vergani 

The LORD is in his holy Temple;  

Let everyone on earth be silent in his presence. 

O LORD, I have heard of what you have done,  

and I am filled with awe.  

Now do again in our times  

the great deeds you used to do.  

Be merciful, even when you are angry. 

Habakkuk 2:20, 3:2 (TEV) 

Please take some time to be silent  

before the LORD; then pray for us too. 

Thank you! 

there something more?  More directly involved in 
church planting? Training? So as we finish out 
2016, would your pray with us for God’s direction?   
 
What are some realities of ministry in Brazil for 
us?  The apostle Paul had an apostolic ministry in 
the sense that he saw his role as proclaiming the 
gospel, nurturing communities of believers and 
developing new servant leaders.  
 
Oswald Sanders, in his book Spiritual Leadership, 
says:  
 

National leadership needs to learn how to 
depend on the Lord, how to train its own 
spiritual leaders, and how to take responsi-
bility for the work. 

 
Certainly World Team 
has fulfilled Sanders’ 
challenge in Brazil.  At 
this point, although we 
are still very useful, we 
-- like Paul -- do not 
want to be just com-
fortable, but look to 
needs of the churches 
and desire to be in the 
most effective place for 
using our gifts for the 
glory of Jesus’ name.  
 
Please pray for these current challenges for the 
churches here: 
 

• We all need God’s passion for unity: being 
together as full-time workers, to work well 
together, to cooperate in projects. Business 
and the tendency to focus on local-church 
needs can limit full-time workers who need 
to be looking beyond.  
 

• This year, investing in training programs 
and new initiatives has been slow. May 2017 
be a year of new initiatives! 

 

Pray for Tiago 

You may remember 
that a few years ago 
the churches sent out 
Tiago Vergani to 
Thailand. He has 
been there for two-
and-a-half years! He 
has been through 
some trials, especially 
because his team did 

not work out. He is 
passionate about 
planting gospel-
centered churches, 

especially in  northeast 
Thailand, which he sees 
as a very needy region 
for the gospel.  Pray that 
God would lead Tiago to 
a new team in Thailand. 
 
Financial Realities 

We leave very soon for the 
U.S. During this trip, we are 
going to invest in develop-
ing a stronger support base. 
The purchasing power of 
the dollar has fallen in Brazil 

in the last year and there has been significant in-
flation.  We have used up our reserve, so we need 
one-time gifts of $14,000 and additional monthly 
support of $1,700.  Please trust God with us for 
this.  

We are so grateful for you and the adventure that 
God allows us to live. 

Trusting in Jesus with you,  

 
Mickey & Cherie Counter 
More at: https://thecounterspace.wordpress.com/ 

 

 

Our new home address:   Financial contributions may be sent to: 

Rua General Jacinto Maria de Godoy, 1001,  Apt. 11 World Team 
Bairro Santa Catarina 1431 Stuckert Road 
95032-140   Caxias do Sul, RS Warrington, PA 18976 
Brazil Phone (215) 491-4900 

Phone: 55 54 9164 6681    Skype: michael103 (Please include a note designating the gift 
E-mail address: mickey.counter@worldteam.org to the ministry of Mickey and Cherie Counter) 

 


