
World Team exists to glorify God by working together to establish reproducing churches, 

focusing on the unreached peoples of the world. 

October 31, 2016 
Dear friends and family, 
 
We would like to sit down with each of you and 
have a cup of coffee or tea and share. Recently I 
have had two new experiences: swimming the 
100 meter butterfly and repelling in Uruguay. 

Doing new things 

In these, I experienced that it is one thing to 
know all about how to do something and another 
to do it.  I have always heard that you have to 
trust in the rope to be able to repel, but the actual 
act of leaning back and putting your full weight on 
the rope as you go over a vertical rock wall is very 
different than knowing that you have to do it.  It 
was a new experience, and I am glad that I could 
put my trust in the rope. It really is a good exam-
ple of putting our trust in Jesus Christ. It is a 
choice that goes against our fears, against our 
natural tendency to trust in our own abilities. But 
it is life-giving to do it!   

My second experience was swimming the 100 me-
ter butterfly for the first time in a master’s compe-
tition. It was not so successful.  The butterfly 
requires, more than any other stroke, pacing.  I 
failed pretty badly. I have trained well.  I felt real-
ly good the first 50 meters and went way too fast. 
I knew all about pacing in my head. I have 
watched others not pace and run out of gas at the 
end. But it was my turn to do it.  Not pacing 
meant that I ran completely out of strength to 

swim at the end.  I thought about giving up, but 
did finish the race.  But my second experience 
swimming the 100 fly was much better! I paced 
myself, and because of that, finished strongly and 
well, and completed the race 17 seconds faster 
than my first, poor attempt. So I am still learning! 
And the lessons are useful in so many ways, in-
cluding demonstrating the humility to accept my 
errors. It is amazing how much others on the 
team enjoyed me laughing about my error.  What 
is also funny is that I received a bronze medal 
both times I swam the event! (It is easy to get a 
bronze when there are only 3 in your age catego-
ry.)  Boy did I suffer needlessly the first time! 

Trust and pacing are good lessons for life. But 
they are learned only through experience.   

Investing in a new generation of church 
planters! 

 

Trust and Pacing 

 
Caleb diving in! 

 
Leading the Acts church multiplication course 

with Live Beyond students 



 

 
Mickey speaks on the gospel in the Exodus story 

What was I doing in Uruguay? 

It has been a dream of our churches to someday 
send a church planting team to Uruguay.  Uru-
guay is a small country, Spanish speaking, but in 
many ways similar to our state of Rio Grande do 
Sul, as well as being neighbors.  

Well, teaching a course about church planting and 
multiplication is one thing, but going with the stu-
dents to actually see and experience a church 
plant in progress is another.  The group went for 
about a week to support a Brazilian church planter 
by leading a retreat focused on reaching out to 
the youth in the community. Believe it or not, I 
drove there with two other vehicles.  What a drive 
and adventure!  

Our transition to the city of Caxias do Sul has 
been a good one for us.  Partnering with a new 
local church is a wonderful opportunity to help 

strengthen a healthy local church.  They asked me  
to be their speaker for their annual retreat! 

We have moved from Farroupilha, but my friend 
Sérgio came over to speak at our church last 
night.  He shared that wonderful message that we 
have a terrible problem that has only one solution.  
A terrible sickness, but it has a cure.  But we have 
to believe.  We need to put our full weight on Him 
(like repelling) and trust the Holy Spirit to live in 
us to do what we do not have the strength to do 
and to change what we cannot, on our own, 
change.  How much we need this grace. 

Pray for the transforming power of God to:  

• Strengthen a resolve in the Bible Alliance 
churches to focus on our mission: Training 
leaders, strengthening the churches and 

planting new churches. 
• Move among the young adults 
to inspire a disciple making move-
ment.   
• In the midst of economic re-
cession and skepticism about a pos-
itive political future, may the 
churches look to God for His grace 
to be salt and light in a dark and 
decaying world.  
• Cry out for these full-time 
workers: Olavo, Edgar, Giovani and 
Roger to lead their churches and 

leadership teams forward in the power of the 
Holy Spirit.  

• Pray that God would use us to be equippers 
of the church for ministry. We thank our Lord 
for the privilege to contribute the energy He 
gives to serve Him.  

We are so grateful for your prayers and financial 
support which we need so much. 

Trusting in Jesus with you,  

 
Mickey & Cherie Counter 
More at: https://thecounterspace.wordpress.com/ 

Our new home address:   Financial contributions may be sent to: 

Rua General Jacinto Maria de Godoy, 1001,  Apt. 11 World Team 
Bairro Santa Catarina 1431 Stuckert Road 
95032-140   Caxias do Sul, RS Warrington, PA 18976 
Brazil Phone (215) 491-4900 

Phone: 55 54 9164 6681    Skype: michael103 (Please include a note designating the gift 
E-mail address: mickey.counter@worldteam.org to the ministry of Mickey and Cherie Counter) 

 

 

 


