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March 10, 2017 
Dear friends and family,  
 

We want to update you on our journey! 
 

Keely’s Opportunities 

Keely is making great steps forward in the journey 
of her life! At 18 she will not be returning to Brazil 
with us this year. A high-school graduate, Keely 
has been accepted to attend Edinboro University 
in Pennsylvania, to study digital animation. She 
chose this direction after com-
pleting an extensive on-line 
course with a successful digital 
animator and producing and an-
imating her own short film! 
(https://youtu.be/aTyJ_iQ-vmA).  
In 2015 she plugged into a 
youth cell group at our church in 
Caxias do Sul and made spiritual 
friends. Here in the U.S., she 
has already made a new friend 
and joined a small group in Mar-
yland with our supporting 
church.  On top of this, she just 
started her first job at a shoe 
store! Wow!  She gets her first 
paycheck this week. We are very 
proud of her.  

Caleb’s Journey 

Caleb has started his last year of high school! He 
is looking towards studying engineering.  Perhaps 
the result of an overabundance of engineering 
genes in his family? He is already an avid learner 
in many subjects from cars to computers.  He just 
finished researching and assembling his second 
gaming computer. This one is for a friend of his in 
Brazil.   

Brazilian Realities: Corruption, Recession, 
and Inflation 

In Brazil, corruption has now come to 
the forefront in a big way. The presi-
dent was impeached last year and an 
increasing number of top government 
officials have been indicted. The previ-
ous president is under investigation. As 
Wikipedia says, “Politicians used the 
state-owned and run oil company of 
Petrobras to raise hundreds of millions 
of reais for political campaigns and 
personal enrichment. Corruption in 
Brazil is nothing new, although the 
scale and systematic implementation of 
political corruption over the last decade 
is unprecedented.” 
 

This has contributed to a strong re-
cession—the strongest since 1930. 

The boom years are over.  
The country's economic 
woes have hurt Brazil's 
once prospering middle 
class. Inflation has con-
tinued to rise and is cur-
rently at 10 percent. Taxes 
have risen. We pay be-
tween 30 and 50% sales 
tax — even on groceries. 
Some items, such as tennis 
shoes, are taxed at 100%! 
 

This chart shows the ex-
change value of the dollar 
to the Brazilian currency, 

 

Realities, Needs 
and 

Opportunities 



the real. The government is keeping the exchange 
rate low so that the value of their currency will 
not plummet.  What does this mean for us? 
The bottom line is that our current salary just will 
not allow us to live in Brazil anymore.  
 

Our Need 

We are asking you to see what God may lead you 
to do for us:  If you have not already, will you 
consider giving us a raise or an additional gift? We 
would very much like to have a good year of min-
istry in Brazil, but God is sovereign and may His 
will be done!  We are so very thankful for the 
years we have had serving Him in Brazil and we 
are trusting Him for another! 
 
During our time in the US, we have received very 
generous one-time gifts that have begun to bring 
our account back to health, but to remain in Brazil 
we need an increase in monthly support of $1700. 
This is so that we can raise our salary from about 
$1900 to $2700 a month.  So we are asking you 
to consider if you would make an extra commit-
ment towards this need.  We need to hear from 
you to confirm this and help us decide in the com-
ing months where to go from here.  Trust God 
with us for this.  
 
What does 2017 in Brazil look like for our 
ministry?   
 
Uncertain times and troubles mean that we have 
more opportunities to trust and wait on God. One 
leader and friend shared Isaiah 64:3-4 with us.  It 
says:   
 

When You did awesome things  
that we did not look for,  

You came down,  
the mountains quaked at Your presence. 

From of old no one has heard  
or perceived by the ear,  

no eye has seen a God besides You,  
who acts for those who wait for Him. 

(ESV) 
 
While we are waiting for Him, we will take ad-

vantage of financial uncertainty in Brazil to teach 
the good news of the gospel.  While we have at 
least a little more time in Brazil, we believe that 
God is calling us to work hard for Him by His 
grace and mercy.  Encourage the churches, help 
leaders have an eternal perspective, preach the 
good news in troubled times — these are the op-
portunities we have for 2017.  
 
But we don’t want you to think it is all gloom and 
doom in Brazil. Some amazing things are 
happening in Brazilian high schools! 
 
Wilson is using his gifts for God’s glory.  This min-
istry partner has had tremendous opportunities to 
share the good news in public high schools in the 
city of Sapiranga.  A few years ago there was a 
great tragedy in our state where over 130 youth 
died when a bar caught fire.  Out of this tragedy 
and in partnership with Youth for Christ, an open 
door was born to speak freely about Christ in pub-
lic schools. Wilson stepped up to be a speaker in 
high-school assemblies.  In one school, 40 stood 
to give their lives to Jesus— including three 
teachers! Please pray for the follow-up this year 
of these people.  May they be encouraged to fol-
low Christ fully as small groups are formed for this 
purpose. May God begin a new movement of spir-
itual renewal through these high-school students 
and teachers.  
 
We are so grateful for each of you and your sup-
port for the opportunities we continue to have in 
Brazil. 

Trusting in Jesus with you,  

 
Mickey & Cherie Counter 
More at: https://thecounterspace.wordpress.com/ 

 

 

Our home address:   Financial contributions may be sent to: 

Rua General Jacinto Maria de Godoy, 1001,  Apt. 11 World Team 
Bairro Santa Catarina 1431 Stuckert Road 
95032-140   Caxias do Sul, RS Warrington, PA 18976 
Brazil Phone (215) 491-4900 

Skype: michael103 (Please include a note designating the gift 
E-mail address: mickey.counter@worldteam.org to the ministry of Mickey and Cherie Counter) 


