
Stuck… 

June 16, 2009 

 
Greetings once again from Brazil, 

 

First of all we thank our Lord for each of you 
and your partnership with us. 

 
Getting Unstuck 

 
Recently, I got stuck in our truck on the way to our 
cabin.  We had some roadwork done at our land and I 
tried to get in while it was raining. The road became  
slimy, slick and impassable.  These were the stages of 
thought in the journey of my mind and heart: 
 
1) The stage of human effort:  

• I can get out.  I’ll just go back and forth a bit 
and get out.  It didn’t work. 

• I call my friends for help.  Maybe with some 
guys pushing I can get it out.  I gave up this 
idea because it was apparent 
that I would just keep slip-
ping.  The truck is too heavy 
just to be pushed, especially 
up hill. 

2) The stage of the “if only”:  If 
only I had a wench, I could get 
myself out. If only I had listened 
to my wife and brought the 
other car, I wouldn’t be stuck 
like this. If only… 

3) Acceptance and trust:  I am 
stuck! Let’s make the best of it. 
I’ll call my wife and ask her to 
come and get me.  We’ll wait 
until it dries to get out. I’ll go 
ahead and enjoy the place. It is 
really nice here. I can be with 
Jesus. 

 
Getting unstuck in Farroupilha 
 
Last year we felt like the church in Farroupilha was 
stuck, too.  Some of the symptoms were:  

1) The lack of growth and multiplication of the 
cell groups.   

2) The lack of time that the leaders had because 
of their devotion to the demands of work.   

3) A general feeling of a lack of power (stuck).  

 
In January the leaders spent a month seeking God and 
letting him speak to them through the book of Acts.  As 
a result they renewed the church’s vision, reorganized 
the cell groups, renewed discipleship relationships, and 
got a new start.  We have felt God’s strength to get 
unstuck.  In addition to our four groups a new group 
was started for singles/youth.  They have strong lead-
ers and a great potential. This is an answer to prayer.  
I am mentoring two of our cell-group leaders.  Please 
pray that God will use me to inspire, counsel and 
encourage in the gospel.  
 

In the church at Antioch there were prophets and 
teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of 
Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with 

Herod the tetrarch) and Saul.  
2
While they were 

worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit 
said… 

Acts 13:1,2 
 
I am inspired when I 
think of those five guys 
who “were worshiping 
the Lord and fasting.”  
It is only appropriate to 
do the same.  So I am 
happy that some of my 
Brazilian partners and I 
are meeting to fast and 
pray. You should re- 
member that those five 
were diverse, and per-
haps unlikely, partners. 
Sérgio, Luiz and I are 
diverse too, and make 
an unlikely team: Ital-
ian descent and Ger- 

man; then me from Alabama.  However different our 
backgrounds, our families are close. Cherie spends dis-
cipleship time with both of the wives.  Since Sérgio’s 
move to Farroupilha, Cherie now can spend weekly 
time with his wife, Bete. And we often are with Luiz’s 
family because of their involvement with the sub-
stance-abuse-recovery center.  Please pray for us, 
both men and women, that God would continue 

to transform our lives through these times of 
prayer.  

On Prayer  
and Getting Stuck 

 



 
Mickey, Sérgio and Luiz breaking our fast  

after a time of prayer together. 

But the time will come when the bridegroom will be 
taken from them, and on that day they will fast.   
Mark 2:20   
 

So we long for the Bridegroom, devoting ourselves to 
prayer until he comes to rescue us.  
 

The need for more workers for the harvest 
 
Looking at our history, you could see over the years 
that our team situation has changed from working with 
a mostly North American team of missionaries, to 
working with a mainly Brazilian team of church plant-
ers. Our teammates, Lowell and Kathy Bailey, will be 
retiring at the end of December, 2009.  So we are look-
ing for new North American partners who will join in 
our work with the Brazilian church. Please pray that 

God would raise up more laborers to join us.   
 
Evangelistic Eating 
 
The pictures on the right show a dinner we recently 
had for our cell group.  We also invited some guests to 
get to know our group.  Please pray that God will 

use us to help others come to know Jesus.  
 
Opportunities for Equipping 
 
Lowell and I are investing in training this year for lead-
ers among the World-Team-related churches with a 
weekend module to be given August 14-16.  The focus 
of this training will be to equip in peer mentoring 

and to help develop individual plans for growth.  

Please pray that this event will be useful to 

our God for the raising up and equipping of 

new full-time workers.  
 

We are so thankful that God has been meeting 
our every need – even getting the truck out of 

the mud.  May he be glorified in us and may his 

grace encourage your hearts.  
 

Love in our Lord,  

 

 
Mickey and Cherie Counter 

Our Home address: Financial Contributions may be sent to: 

Rua Independência, 389 Apt. 103 World Team 
Centro 1431 Stuckert Road 
95180-000 Farroupilha, RS Warrington, PA 18976 
Brazil Phone (215) 491-4900 

Phone: 011 55 54 3035 3199 (Please include a note designating the gift 
E-mail address: mickey.counter@worldteam.org to Mickey and Cherie Counter) 

Paulo, Maribel, Sinara, Geraldo and  
Adriana at our cell-group dinner 

A traditional brick woodstove for preparing 
a delicious beef jerky and rice dish.  


